
1 972/07/06 



( 




WASHINGTON 


TO P - 5E C RE T / BE Nfll TiVS 

■ EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY July 6, 1972 




MEMORANDUM FOR: 


FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 

MAJOR GENERAL ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR. 

Meeting between the President, Sir Robert 
Thompson, Henry A. Kissinger and General Haig 



DATE AND TIME: 


Thursday, July 6, 1972 - 9:05-10:08 a. m. 


PLACE: 


The President’s Office, The Western White House 


The President welcomed Sir Robert and expressed his gratitude to Sir 
Robert for undertaking another assessment of the situation in Vietnam. 

Sir Robert thanked the President for his greeting and said that he was very 
much encouraged by his two -week stay in Vietnam. He had visited all the 
Corps areas. He had also paid a visit to An Loc, during which he became 
the first civilian to visit the besieged provincial capital. He noted that 
it was necessary to enter An Loc by helicopter through a vertical descent, 
since the enemy opened fire with a captured 105mm everytime the helicopter 
entered the city. 


Sir Robert made the following general observations: 


-- The enemy's manpower losses had been severe, averaging as 
much as 50 to 60 percent in each of its units. 


-- Replacements introduced into depleted units within South Vietnam 
were green and poorly trained. There were reports of the enemy actually 
breaking and abandoning equipment during battles in northern IV Corps. 


-- In response to the President's query, Sir Robert stated that he 
was not surprised by the enemy offensive but had not expected an attack 
of the character which developed not had he expected to see North Vietnamese 
forces so well equipped. The enemy was equipped with weapons of longer 
range than the ARVN. ( The President expressed concern about this and 
asked Dr. Kissinger to again look into this matter. ) 
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-- The ARVN defense had been extremely effective. U.S. air 
power was decisive, but it could not be so without an effective defense 
on the ground by the ARVN forces. 


-- ARVN victories had raised South Vietnamese morale, and 
both Regional Forces and ARVN units were now confident that they can 
meet the best that North Vietnam has. They were especially encouraged 
by their ability to 'defeat enemy armor. 

-- The enemy's ability to move heavy equipment, especially tanks, 
as far south as MR 3 was remarkable. Their ability to employ this 
sophisticated weaponry since it was introduced into the battlefield was 
of equal significance. 

-- Many ARVN units had come of age; for example, the 5th ARVN 
Division, whose performance up to now had been spotty, did a superb 
job in An Loc. A key factor was leadership at the division, regimental, 
and platoon level. Leadership remained a pivotal factor in ARVN 
effectiveness. 

-- The enemy's main failure resulted from his excessive appetite 
and failure to conserve the power he had introduced into one decisive 
effort. 


-- The enemy would not be able to continue offensive operations in 
the southern Corps areas beyond the end of July and probably for not more 
than six more weeks in MR 1. 

-- The enemy losses had been grievous, especially in the lower 
leadership level of battalion companies and platoons. Nearly an entire 
generation of North Vietnamese young men had been destroyed. Enemy 
casualties totaled almost three-quarters of a million men. 

Dr. Kissinger commented, and Sir Robert affirmed, that even so the 
ARVN victory was a tightly balanced one, with the unexpected air rein- 
forcement having been the decisive factor. 

The conversation then turned to the Communists' possible negotiating 
strategy. Sir Robert surmised that the enemy might seek a ceasefire as 
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part of a maneuver to achieve victory. Such an enemy initiative might 
occur during September. They would seek a ceasefire-in-place in 
exchange for a return of our POWs. In this event, the enemy would 
not claim control over their "leopard spot" holdings but merely their 
coastal enclaves, which could be resupplied by trawler. The leopard 
spots would be ignored, and enemy activity within them would then be 
portrayed as an uprising in a possible ceasefire environment. 

Sir Robert urged finally that the U.S. maintain its support of the GVN, 
continue its military pressure against North Vietnam, and perhaps 
reduce some of its reinforcements. President Nixon stated that in his 
view no U.S. forces should be reduced until after November. 

The President then reiterated his desire that Sir Robert pay a visit to 
a number of Asian capitals, including Tokyo, during the month of 
August, and make the following points to Asian leaders; 

-- The GVN has held their ground. 

-- The United States will continue to support the GVN. 

-- The U.S. will go the course in South Vietnam and intends to 
remain a Pacific power. 

-- We stand by our friends; Japan, Indonesia, Singapore, 
Malaysia, and Thailand. 

-- Asian leaders should be advised that President Nixon is 
determined to bring the war to an honorable conclusion and 
that if the enemy remains intransigent following the President's 
re-election, the war will be even further escalated if necessary. 

The President thanked Sir Robert again for his report, and after addi- 
tional pleasantries the meeting adjourned. 


T ep -SECRET /SENSITIVE ' 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY - 


